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P.S. I have no chance now but go a Fortune Hunting. What
course am I to Steer?

R S

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Endorsed "Eden House (about the latter end
of May 1781.) Rob. Smith." The following letters—Charles Johnson to JI, May
28, 1781, JI to Hannah Iredell, May 30, 1781, below—make it clear that the

enemy foray into Edenton Bay had occurred very recently.

Charles Johnson to James Iredell

Edenton, 28th May, 1781

Dear Sir

I have only time to inform you that I last night received both

your much esteemed favors. 1 The letter for the General I shall

take the first opportunity of forwarding. We last night returned

from a cruise; unfortunately not having taken the galley, our

principal object; but as we were so happy as to retake Mr. Smith's

schooner, in which his whole property was embarked, it gives, as

you may conceive, every person concerned in the expedition the

most heartfelt satisfaction. Ten of her hands, the galley's, were
taken by about the same number of ours in Mr. Johnston's canoe,

after a smart fire on both sides, in which however nobody was
wounded. We pushed them so close that they were obliged to set

fire to Mr. Littlejohn's schooner, and under favor of the night,

made their escape. We are now fully employed in fitting out three

or four armed boats, to go in pursuit, Nelson's brig proving im-

proper for the service. As the galley can always get in shoal water

where a large vessel cannot follow her, if she does not immediately

leave the Sound or is not reinforced, which the prisoners seem to

expect, I have not the least doubt of our people taking her. The
inhabitants in general, and sailors have, and do, turn out unani-

mously. I never saw, nor could even hope to see, so much public

spirit, personal courage, and intrepid resolution—it would please

you to see it. I am convinced, that was the measure adopted of

fitting out one or two armed vessels, we might laugh at all

attempts of the enemies' plundering Banditti. I feel for Mrs. Daw-
son's exposed and unprotected situation. I'm apprehensive this is

but a prelude to what we must expect upon the return of the

enemies' boats from the plunder of James River; but thanks to


